THE INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL
MILITARY AND POLITICAL SITUATION!

Seyran Ohanyan’

I would like to express my gratitude for inviting me to this event. Orga-
nizing such discussions by Noravank Foundation is very important in
terms of establishing an analytical foundation for security and defense of
our country through combination of strategic research results of this and
other think-tanks and relevant inferences of state governance bodies.
Today I shall address the international and regional military/
political situation and the most important developments. My analysis is

based on a constructive approach to international relations.

It is known that in political philosophy, according to the realistic
approach to international relations all countries are in an egocentric
competition, the most likely outcome of which is war. According to /ib-
eralist approach, mutual interests and international trade may create a
fertile ground to avoid wars and in Immanuel Kant’s words, achieve
“perpetual peace”. In contrary to all of this, the constructive approach
that we advocate implies a multi-facet comprehension of the existing
international realities. By this approach the international reality has to

be perceived as is, and the world around us cannot be described in black

1Based on the address delivered on November 26, 2013 in Noravank Foundation.

‘Colonel General, Minister of Defense of the Republic of Armenia.
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and white colors only, as the military/political environment is full of
not only threats, but also favorable opportunities.

With the collapse of the USSR a unipolar system was established
in the world. Some representatives of liberal schools of thought, such as
Francis Fukuyama, characterized the resultant world order as “end of
history”, concluding that the humankind is no longer prone to large-
scale conflicts. Other analysts, such as neorealism supporter Kenneth
Waltz, described the unipolar system as an arena that facilitates trigger-
ing new wars, since absence of a counterbalance allows one super-
power waging war at its discretion, The time proved how realistic this
viewpoint was, as conflicts cropped up in Balkans, Afghanistan, Middle
East and elsewhere.

However, history shows that for a geopolitical center tide changes
sooner or later. After lost geopolitical positions following the collapse of
the USSR, Russia has made steady gains since 2000. Foreign policies of
Russia have become more purposeful in the recent years, boosted by po-
litical clout stemming from exports of natural resources and financial
reserves, as well as such influence-spreading mechanisms as CIS, CSTO,
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, Customs Union, etc.

Though Russia was unable advance its positions with respect to
Iraq in 2003 and Libya in 2011, but obviously, as far as Iran and Syria
are concerned, Russia has reached its “red /ine”, beyond which no fur-
ther concessions are possible. The US strategic analysts classify Russia
along with China among the “rising powers” or “growing forces” for a
good reason.

Thus, it can be stated that the unipolar world order gradually gives
in to a multi-polar one. In that, China has joined the club “first class”

superpowers previously comprised of the USA and Russia. In such clas-
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sification of “first class” superpowers we first of all consider a state’s
military power, economic potential, technology advancements, terri-
tory, population number, natural resources and cultural influence.

As for the European Union, we believe in the near future it would
not strengthen enough in economic and military terms to emerge as a
fourth powerhouse. The global financial and economic crisis uncovered
inconsistencies between economic capabilities and governance mecha-
nisms of the EU’s north and south.

At the same time, military strengthening of the EU per se contra-
dicts the concept of NATO and hence, meets hidden opposition from
the USA. In this context, instead of considering the EU as a single uni-
fied power center, we rather view its member-states, such as Germany,
France, UK and Italy, as Class 2 superpowers.

It has to be mentioned that in the recent years the USA has been
redirecting its strategic efforts from Europe and Middle East to Asia Pa-
cific, where competition between the USA and China looms and will in-
tensify in future. Hillary Clinton, former US Secretary of State made a
good point when she remarked: “The future of politics will be decided
in Asia, not Afghanistan or Iraq”. It has to be noted that shift of the US
strategic efforts towards Asia Pacific is also explained by shrinking inter-
est in oil and gas exporting sources caused by discovery of large oil re-
serves in the USA, as well as development of advanced technologies for
its exports. Some analysts contend that by 2020 the USA will become self
-sufficient in hydrocarbon resources. Consequently, the prior US enthusi-
asm has diminished about financing the Southern Gas Corridor and Trans
Adriatic Pipeline to transport natural gas from Azerbaijan to Europe.

The role played by such countries as Turkey and Iran, who strive to

achieve the status of regional power, will also gradually increase. In addi-
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tion to having a dynamically growing economy and formidable military
force, Turkey is an acceptable partner for the West due to secularity and
moderate Islam and its chances to become a Class 2 superpower are fur-
ther enhanced by the fact of being a West-East transport corridor. The
above said is demonstrated by the recently opened Marmara tunnel.
Iran’s role in the Middle East will continue to increase. This trend
is supported not only by rich oil and gas reserves, dynamic population
growth, high reputation among Shia Muslims, support from Russia and
China, but also, as strange as it might seem, the Iranian nuclear pro-
gram. Despite sanctions imposed by the West, Iran remains resolute in
exercising its right to “use of nuclear energy in peaceful purposes”. Un-
der such circumstances the West faces three options: 1. Allow Iran be-
come a nuclear nation (i.e. do nothing); 2. Carry out preventive strikes,
and 3. Combine sanctions with diplomacy, and carry out “carrot and
stick” policies. It may appear odd, but the analytical community of the
USA does not completely rule out the option 1, i.e. allowing Iran to de-
velop nuclear weaponry. Advocates of this perspective argue that Iran’s
acquisition of nuclear weaponry would contribute to stability in the
Middle East, since Israel’s monopoly would be eliminated. Option 2 im-
plies aircraft and missile attacks on Iranian nuclear facilities. However,
military experts maintain that these nuclear facilities are well protected
and the likelihood to hit the target is not high, whereas after the Iraq
and Afghanistan campaigns the US war machine is neither ready, nor
inclined to launching a land invasion. Apparently the West will con-
tinue to rely on option 3, i.e. combination of sanctions and negotiations.
It has to be noted that currently there are certain premises upon which
Iran-West dialogue can be built, since President Rouhani has set aside

the tough stance adopted by his predecessor, and more importantly, has
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removed the nuclear research unit from subordination to the Army of
the Guardians of the Islamic Revolution and has placed it under control
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

As for the potential developments of the armed conflict in Syria,
most likely it would be possible to avoid direct military involvement of
the West and Turkey. The American military, led by Joint Chiefs of
Staff speak against the invasion. Thanks to efforts of Iran, China and es-
pecially Russia, the problem of Syrian chemical weapons is being re-
solved and experts have confirmed that infrastructure for chemical
weapons production has been dismantled, while the stockpiles will be
destroyed in 2014.

With regard to South Caucasus, this region will continue to be a
fault line zone of the global power centers’ interests and due to unre-
solved conflicts will remain a tensions-laden area.

One of the characteristic realities in South Caucasus is that the
countries there had adopted diametrically opposed security policies and
affiliations to power centers.

We have expressed many times our views on association alterna-
tives with Customs Union and European Union. From the viewpoint of
the modern constructive approach to international relations, the eco-
nomic development stems from security, and not the other way around.
In this context ensuring the security of our country in the long-term
outlook is anchored in the strategic alliance relationship with Russia.
These allied relations are equally important for Russia, too. Therefore,
such a high level of relations is mutually beneficial for the parties in its
very essence. However, choosing the Customs Union should not pre-
vent us from continuing development of cooperation with the EU in

economic, science/education, civil society and other areas.
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In case of Georgia there is an opposite pattern, as this country aims
at closer ties with the European Union. Azerbaijan tries to position itself
as an independent actor and prefers a strategic alliance with Turkey. At
the same time Azerbaijan manifests formal approach to its commitments
toward NATO Individual Partnership Action Plan and European
Neighborhood Policy, and attaches more value to the bilateral relations
with the USA.

A general review of policies conducted in South Caucasus by the
global and regional power centers is provided below.

USA: In order to protect hydrocarbon resources and infrastruc-
tures in the Caspian Sea, the USA is interested in providing navy and
coastguard systems to Azerbaijan. However, the USA refrains from pro-
viding land weaponry to Azerbaijan, because it does not want to break
the balance of forces in the Artsakh conflict and to cause Armenia’s dis-
content. At the same the USA openly condemns Aliyev’s regime for its
anti-Armenian warlike rhetoric.

The USA has some “sympathy” for Armenia. Both countries are
united in their wish to establish stability in the Caucasus region. At the
same time the USA is concerned by the fact that in case of an escalation
of the military situation in the region both Azerbaijan and Armenia
would anticipate assistance from Russia, which in turn might diminish
Washington’s role in the region. Not less disturbing is the fact that any
instability would pose a threat to international energy and trade pro-
jects in the region.

Russia: Influence of Russia tends to grow in South Caucasus. This
is evidenced by effective collaboration with Iran, strategic alliance with
Armenia, regional nature of the CSTO, Russia’s endeavor to play a key

role in providing armaments to Azerbaijan and the trend of improving

10



«21st CENTURY», e 1 (15), 2014 S.Ohanyan

relations with Georgia. As opposed to Central Asia-Azerbaijan-Georgia-
Turkey-Europe direction of the East-West communications projects,
Russia supports North-South transport corridor project through Persian
Gulf - Iran — Armenia — Black Sea — Europe.

Turkey: Attempts to carry out independent policies will be contin-
ued by Turkey. Ankara will not weaken its support to Azerbaijan and in
this context will continue exert pressure on Armenia by closed borders.
In parallel Turkey will continue tempting Georgia by various economic
projects. However, it is clear that Turkish ambitions to conduct the
most independent policies in the region will cause concerns of the US
administration.

Iran. In the South Caucasus Iran’s influence will continue to fluc-
tuate directly proportional to that of Russia and inversely proportional
to that of the USA. With an impartial attitude to the Artsakh conflict,
Iran will maintain neighborly relations with Armenia, above all to ma-
terialize North-South projects. At the same time, Iran will perceive the
US and especially Israeli policies of rapprochement with Azerbaijan as a
threat, first of all from the perspective of inducing separatism among
the Turkic speaking population of Iranian Atropatene.

In summary, the following conclusions can be made.

The regional military/political situation is characterized by steady
threats posed to Armenia, which is caused by aggressive and uncon-
structive political lines of the potential adversaries — Azerbaijan and
Turkey. However, it has to be emphasized that as noted above, the like-
lihood of the West using force against Iran is assessed as low, which is
quite reassuring from the perspective of maintaining stability at Arme-

nia’s southern borders.
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After the presidential elections in Georgia there are hopes that
former Prime Minister Ivanishvili’s political line to maintain balanced
relations with the West and Russia will continue to hold, which is in
Armenia’s interests. Although the Georgian government is resolute in
its political preference for integrating with Euro-Atlantic structures,
there is also a clear intention to improve relations with Russia and ease
the tensions. As for Armenian-Georgian relations, a more balanced for-
eign policy of Georgia will certainly contribute to their development. It
has to be mentioned that cooperation and mutual trust in the military
sphere between the two countries are strengthening, as demonstrated
by the recent reciprocal visits of the ministers of defense.

The conflict caused by Azerbaijan’s unsubstantiated claims to the
territory of Artsakh remains the main challenge to the national security
of Armenia. In the negotiations process Azerbaijan conducts a discerni-
bly unconstructive policy, and by unprovoked and aggressive inten-
tional actions disrupts the agreements aimed at easing the tensions on
the line of contact and developing trust between the parties.

Are there any promising opportunities that can thwart the men-
tioned threats? We believe the following are among such good oppor-
tunities:

1. Continuous rapprochement between Armenia and Russia within
the frameworks of bilateral military cooperation, development of
CSTO military component, and the Customs Union.

2. Diminishing importance of Azerbaijan for the USA due to discov-
ery of local hydrocarbon reserves, decreased probability of mili-
tary actions against Iran, as well as dramatic reduction of US in-

volvement in Afghanistan after 2014.
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3. Gradual transformation of Azerbaijan into a “Gulf autocracy” — as
the experience shows, such regimes are less inclined toward

unleashing wars, for the fear of losing their grip on power.

The mentioned three opportunities do not imply at all, that Azer-
baijani military threat to the Republic of Armenia and Artsakh has de-
clined. Quite the opposite, Baku authorities continue to crave for con-
quest of Artsakh, driven by expansionist ambitions. It has to be consid-
ered that riches of hydrocarbon resources have made Azerbaijani lead-
ership believe in their impunity and all-permissiveness, while the stock-
piled weaponry may even create an illusion of predestined victory. Con-
sequently, it is quite possible that these two circumstances may create a
temptation for the Azerbaijani government to unleash a “blitzkrieg”
against us.

Thus, it is obvious that in the near future the military and political
environment around Armenia is not getting any safer. Hence, Armenia

shall consistently continue ramping up its capability to enforce peace.

13




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


